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ABSTRACT

The development of technology is increasing rapidly, TikTok social media is one of the trending
media, so it has a significant influence on the younger generation. The purpose of this study is
how TikTok becomes a medium of PAI learning for the younger generation, especially in
universities, which hopes to help the effectiveness of student learning, provide new experiences,
and new knowledge and be able to provide confidence to students in expression, discussion and
questions and answers on TikTok. The research method used is qualitative with a case study
approach, namely at Dinamika University Surabaya, with the object of research being students
who take Islamic Religion classes, data collection techniques using observation, interviews, and
documentation, then data analysis techniques using induction and interpretation. The results
found are that Tiklok can be used as a medium for teaching Islamic religious education for
students, because it has an impact on the effectiveness of learning in the classroom, students are
given flexibility in exploring so that they can be more extensive in providing responses, views,
questions and answers and conclusions on the material being discussed, of course still with the
supervision and control of the lecturer so that the substance of the material can stay on track not
to get out of the proper path. TikTok media provides a wider opportunity for students to learn and
discuss, experience and competence.
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A. INTRODUCTION

TikTok is a social media that is now trending in the virtual world, various news and
information are presented easily and quickly. The ease of access and sharing is a way for
information to spread and eventually go viral, including video clips. In the context of digital age
education, the TikTok media is an option, the right alternative as a learning platform for the
millennial generation. This is as several studies have concluded that TikTok is an effective medium
in learning design (Pranoto & Erna, 2021), drama (Fatimah, et.al, 2021), literature (Aji & Setiyadi,
2020), maharah kalam (Taubah & Hadi, 2020), the culinary industry (Dewa & Safitri, 2021), and
other learning including the religious field; Islam (Nadiyah, 2021). This confirms that TikTok
social media can be an alternative for online learning (Ramdani, et.al, 2021).

TikTok provides various facilities that can be utilized towards learning as a positive step to
educate the younger generation better, and efforts to familiarize the use of technology in a
productive direction, so that it can inspire their imagination, creation, and innovation. As explained
by Suminar (2019), digital media must be utilized in a positive direction as a step to utilize reason
and knowledge to create and advance. Then in line with the study of Ramadhan (2020), that the
role of technology including TikTok can also be utilized for the teaching and learning process.
However, the wrong (inappropriate) use of technology can also have an impact on mischief that
can affect attitudes, lifestyles and actions that lead to more negative things.

The development of technology with its various features and sophistication can advance
human life and provide convenience for all their activities. The developments that occur must be
utilized to the fullest. Therefore, Sufistic ethics must also be promoted as a reinforcement to form
noble characters during technological developments (Muvid, 2020). In addition, ethical values
(morals) in the learning process everywhere must be at the forefront even though the learning
concept is technology-based. This is a step to continue to control learning with various variations
and approaches (Tanyid, 2014). Islamic religious education (PAI) learning which materially does
contain studies about Islam ranging from the Qur'an, hadith, akidah, figh, history of Islamic
civilization and so on which must indeed be maintained both in the use of learning media, methods,
evaluation, approaches and strategies, so that there is a balance and continuity between the learning
tools used with the material being taught; being discussed (Khusnan, 2011).

Therefore, TikTok can be used as a learning media with some terms and conditions so that

it still leads to the objectives of PAI itself. This means that teachers (lecturers) cannot just let go
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without directing and controlling the use of TikTok as a learning medium (Setiawati, 2023). TikTok
can also be a new problem for the millennial generation (students) if it is misused to something
that is not useful, because in fact the issues and information that exist cannot be blocked just like
that. The role of Islamic religious education in this case also needs to further educate students so
that they can be wise in social media (Renanda, 2022).

TikTok currently occupies a strategic position among young people; students, so this
phenomenon must be guarded and directed towards constructive, positive, and innovative things.
In addition, the role of lecturers as teachers must also provide many short videos to be published
on TikTok media, on the one hand to present Islamic content, on the other hand to become a source
of reference; positive information for "netizens" so that these shows can be a reminder, advice, and
guidance in a better direction, as well as a counterweight to videos that are less useful.

The problem that is often faced is that the implementation of PAI learning is conventional,
PALI teachers or lecturers focus more on classical methods, lectures and rely on texts (Fahruddin,
2021; Rohmat, 2014; Hamid & Hadi, 2020). In the real world, students today prefer to listen to
short videos, rather than reading journal texts or books (Ammy, 2020; Rahmawati, et.al, 2023).
Listening to lectures from lecturers also sometimes makes them tired; bored and even sleepy. In
contrast to when they are told to observe a video and there, they can ask questions; comment so
that there is an indirect discussion (by online), one of which is through TikTok media (Setiadi,
et.al, 2019; Firamadhina & Krisnani, 2020). This can psychologically increase the enthusiasm for
learning and educate them to use technology as a learning resource not limited to entertainment
alone (Sarbini, S. 2023).

Thus, it is necessary to conduct an in-depth study related to the use of TikTok social media
as a medium for learning Islamic religious education for students who are hamble, easily
accessible, open, and not monotonous. By using TikTok media as a learning resource, it is hoped
that it can help students' understanding, achievement, and motivation for the world of science,
especially Islamic religious knowledge as the basis for the formation of their character in the future
for a better life. And a medium for students to create, explore and work by campaigning for friendly
and peaceful Islamic values. This is a differentiator from previous studies, which only focus on
how the use of TikTok social media for PAI learning as studied by Setiwati (2023) which focuses
on how to learn on TikTok social media. Nadiyah (2021) whose research focuses on the utilization

of the TikTok application as a medium for MTS level learning. Meanwhile, [zzatul Iffah's study
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(2023) focuses on how junior high school students can utilize TikTok media to learn PAI. Then,

Bayan's research (2022) only describes TikTok social media as a learning resource.

B. LITERATURE REVIEW

1.

2796

Technology-based Learning Media

Technology-based learning media is teaching media that is supported by
technological facilities that are connected to the internet or data packages (Sitepu, 2022).
One form of technology-based learning media is TikTok media, it is a digital-based social
media, the utilization of which must use a data package or wifi or internet. TikTok is not
only a social media source, but also a source of information and learning media (Asyari, &
Mirannisa, 2022). Its free access nature plus interesting features make TikTok a place for
expression and sharing information, including science. Learning media occupies an
important position in the world of education because it is an intermediary or messenger
(knowledge) from lecturers to students (Baharun, 2016).
TikTok as Digital Learning Media

TikTok as a form of social media is quite a trend in the digital age. TikTok is a
digital learning media that can attract student sympathy in the learning process so that
TikTok becomes an alternative and interactive learning media (Ramdani, et.al, 2021).
Ramadhan's research (2020) explains that through the TikTok platform the virtual world is
crowded and TikTok 1s the most favorite social media, with its existence it can be used for
learning, especially learning Arabic, introducing Arabic through TikTok is new and can
educate the younger generation without coercion. The existence of TikTok as a digital
learning media is proof that the flexibility and ease of access and features are an attraction
for the younger generation to use it (Devi, 2021).
Constructivistic Theory

Constructivistic theory is a theory based on the paradigm of rebuilding the way of
thinking in a more useful direction. Constructivism as a theory in philosophy that aims to
build a way of thinking to build a more cultured modern way of life (Cahyo, 2013). In
explanation, constructivism means a theory that is constructive, building in the sense of
ability, understanding, and creativity in learning, with a constructive paradigm expected to
be able to mobilize the imagination, innovation, creation, and productivity of students in

the world of knowledge (Suparlanm 2019). Supardan's research (2016) explains that



constructivism is an approach that is quite popular and is developing in current learning

practices.
C. RESEARCH METHODS

This article uses a type of qualitative method with a case study approach. A case study is a
detailed examination of a setting or one person or one document storage or a particular event
(Bogdan & Biklen, 2007). Case study researchers focus on programs, events, or activities that
involve individuals rather than groups (Stake in Creswell, 2012: 465). Case studies are in-depth
explorations of limited systems based on data collection (Creswell, 2008). Case studies teach
researchers to study cases with the aim of getting patterns so that it can be concluded why the case
occurred (Hamzah, 2019). Data collection techniques through observation, interviews and
documentation related to TikTok as a medium of PAI learning for the Millennial Generation which
will be addressed to students at Universitas Dinamika, Surabaya as the research object in this study.
Furthermore, the data analysis technique uses induction (Nazir, 2005), and interpretation (Bungin,
2001), to conclude various facts obtained into findings which are later analyzed, described, and
interpreted with the support of various reference sources, theories, and so on to find valid results.

D. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1. Results

The findings from various data collections can be presented as follows:

PAI learning
media for Effective and flexible, making it an
Lstudents. engaging learning resource. 4‘|

approach

Ti kTOk I—»[ Learning; Communicative, two-way, varied, and creative]

Engage in discussions,
questions, and

Better motivation to . Understanding the .
comments.

learn. material becomes easier.

Picture 1: Concept Map of TikTok as a Learning Media for Islamic Education.
Source: Researcher's Process (https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSLrERKWr/)

The documentation and observations above are reinforced by several statements from

students that: "TikTok media is able to provide a source of religious information needed by the
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younger generation today, so that they can get new knowledge." (Interview; Dwi Cahyo). This was
further reinforced by Heppy Putri Agustin: "TikTok can be a source of information about religion
that is communicative and educational." (Interview; Heppy). In line with Fandi Ardiansyah:
"Religious videos circulating on TikTok are information to increase our religious knowledge and
insight, so that we can choose and distinguish between good and bad." (Interview; Fandi).
Furthermore, Rizkiy Adi Pahlevi concluded that:

"TikTok is a trend for young people today, so the existence of religious videos is

needed so that young people can absorb religious knowledge and become a fortress

so that they do not easily fall into the valley of sin and negativity. It is hoped that

there will be more creative content and religious advice on TikTok to enlighten the

minds of young people, so that TikTok can truly become a medium for learning

religious knowledge for the younger generation; millennials." (Pahlevi, interview).
2. Discussion

Based on the findings above, an in-depth analytical study (discussion) is needed as an effort
to provide interpretations, explanations, and conclusions by referring to various scientific sources.
In the context of the above findings, TikTok is an interesting learning media for students in
understanding the material presented in audio visual (video) so that they can listen, see, comment,
and discuss in it, plus the video display on TikTok is not long so it does not give the effect of
boredom. This is, as some studies explain, that TikTok media has features that can be directed to
learning resources for students or students, which can make it easier for them to understand
learning materials (Ayuningtyas, et.al, 2022; Ramdani, et.al, 2021; Puspitasari, 2021). Another
study states that TikTok media which is a source or learning media can be concluded that children
learn casually or play while learning, this psychologically helps students; students activate sensory,
motor nerves in addition to cognitive and psychomotor so that everything runs and is sustainable
(Devi, 2021; Putri, 2022; Luisandrith & Yanuartuti, 2020).

In constructivistic theory, students are educated to be able to observe, respond (comment),
explain and present well (Sundawan, 2016). Presentations are made as reinforcement and proof
that students have listened carefully, understand, and understand the material presented in the
video. If this is drawn into the learning model, it is closer to the active learning model which
focuses on student independence; students in learning (Effendi, 2016), independent in the sense
that it leads to their activeness, so that learning can run effectively, besides that they get an

impressed learning experience (observation, presentation), so that behavioristic theory (Nahar,
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2016) can form the character of responsibility, confidence and mutual respect for the opinions of
others.

The description above confirms that learning media sourced from the world of technology
(TikTok video) has an impact on many sides, both on learners; students, lecturers, and concepts;
the learning model. For students, the TikTok media gives them a special attraction in learning, so
that they can be enthusiastic and relaxed in understanding the material presented (Partiwi, et.al.,
2021; Xiuwen & Razali, 2021). For teachers, lecturers can help them to be freer in informing
material to other media (TikTok) as a form of teaching independence so that their teaching
variations are more colorful (Yang, 2020), where it can improve the pedagogical aspects of the
lecturer (Escamilla-Fajardo, 2021; Vizcaino-Verdld, & Abidin, 2023). Then, for the concept or
learning model, it makes it more flexible and dynamic, meaning that learning by TikTok is a
solution to distance learning models, especially during Covid-19 yesterday (Putri, 2021; Hamzah,
et.al, 2021), including the learning model for Islamic religious education. This means that TikTok
can also be a medium for Islamic learning to provide various information, knowledge, and material
about religion for students (Maulida, et.al, 2021; Saputra & Hilmi, 2023; Fernando, et.al, 2023).

This makes it clear that TikTok media can be a good learning media for students, besides
that students can post short videos about conclusions or brief explanations of the material that has
been obtained by TikTok. This means that TikTok is not only a medium for lecturers to provide
material, but students can also provide feedback on the material with TikTok videos as part or
stages of their presentation indirectly (Ghozali, et.al, 2022). From here it can be understood that
social media can be a medium for learning including about Islam (Mudrikah, 2022), by utilizing
TikTok as a learning resource; learning media in accordance with the model or lifestyle of
generation Z, it can psychologically make it easier for them to learn (Rochmah, 2022). In other
words, interesting media or learning tools can affect students' interest, motivation, and level of
understanding; teenagers, so the selection of TikTok social media is very appropriate.

Utilization of TikTok media as a source of learning and discussion as a form of controlling
and managing TikTok media in a better direction. TikTok media with all its features and advantages
must be utilized more positively to reduce misuse that can have a negative impact on the younger
generation (Masbur, M. 2023). TikTok must be used as a powerful medium to develop student
competence, creation, and innovation; the younger generation to be confident, skillful, and good

at expressing themselves well as a step to encourage and motivate others. This can indirectly have
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a positive effect on other young people; therefore, lecturers or teachers must encourage their
students to use TikTok media in a positive direction, not merely as users (consumers), but also
even as producers (who are able to provide content about science).

The above analysis is a continuation of TikTok as a medium for PAI learning for students,
meaning that students do not only stop at seeing and discussing the material shared by lecturers on
TikTok, but must also be able to explore their knowledge, views, or creative ideas on TikTok,
especially in upholding Islamic ethics and straight and moderate religious motivation. As the study
of Firmansyah, E., Tobroni, T., & Romelah, R. (2023), states that social and religious culture must
be a serious concern for young people to minimize extreme understanding and violence in the
world of adolescents which still often occurs. With the TikTok media, this can be campaigned by
students so that it can become a learning medium for others.

The findings of this study, which have been discussed previously, confirm that students can
effectively conduct learning and discussion through TikTok media by first posting learning
materials or videos, so that the teaching and learning process is more conducive and directed. In
addition, there is affirmation and conclusions from the lecturer on the material being discussed or
discussed, so that students remain directed as a step to keep them from inaccurate conclusions that
will have fatal consequences.

This is emphasized by Pebirawati (2023) in her research she mentioned that the use of
technology towards learning is good, but ethical and religious values must be echoed to students
to stay in a good position, and as a step to strengthen their faith so that they can avoid understanding
or movements that are less in accordance with the spirit of Islam. PAI as a subject in higher
education is very important to oversee the scientific and religious development of students, during
their increasingly widespread association. In line with Renanda's research (2022) that students give
a positive response to the use of TikTok as a learning medium because experientially it helps their
understanding in learning and the noble values in TikTok impressions provide enthusiasm and
knowledge about knowledge that is very important in their lives and future.

In Afendi's research, et.al (2023) also confirmed that TikTok can be used as an innovative
learning media in the digital era, of course this fast modern era, the world of education must adjust,
provide something new to students so that in learning they have many new experiences, not only
experience in the classroom by listening to the teacher's explanation, but can be strengthened to

learn more on TikTok social media, so they can explore further.
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The explanation above shows that TikTok is not only used as a learning medium, but also
as a medium of exploration that can continue to benefit other young people. This cannot be
separated from the function of the media, namely as a forum for expression, exchanging
information, ideas, and sharing, and as a place to explore. In this context, TikTok media must be
decorated with educational content that is bound by noble religious and ethical values. This is what
is also emphasized in this research, not only limited to being a learning media that has no
reciprocity and progress. How TikTok becomes a fun learning media for PAI and can be utilized
for further use as a forum for student expression and exploration, in other words, they can become
content creators who can become a magnet for other young generations (Mardhani, et.al, 2021;
Parhan, et.al, 2022; Simarmata, et.al, 2023).

This is research by Carolin, et.al. (2023), that the younger generation must be able to have
a positive impact on other young people, because it is also a powerful way to instill character
values for the younger generation. Being a humanist, ethical and religious content creator can
contribute positively to cyberspace, so that negative displays or influences in the virtual universe
can be minimized, which if left unchecked can also affect the character and lifestyle of the younger
generation as the successor to this nation's development (Bulele, 2020; Pamungka, et.al, 2022).

Thus, it can be understood that TikTok media can be an effective medium for PAI learning
and can also be further utilized as a forum for expression and further exploration while still
upholding strong religious principles and noble ethical values. Students as agents of change must
be prepared to become content creators in addition to social media viewers, with their role expected
to influence other young people to be more characterized, love knowledge and enthusiasm in
learning and obeying the straight religious commandments.

E. CONCLUSION

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that the use of TikTok as a medium for
PAI learning for the younger generation, especially in universities, is very helpful for the
effectiveness of student learning, providing new experiences, and new knowledge as well as being
able to provide confidence to students in expression, discussion and question and answer in
TikTok. Students are given flexibility in exploring so that they can be more extensive in providing
responses, views, questions and answers and conclusions on the material being discussed, of
course still with the supervision and control of the lecturer so that the substance of the material

can stay on track and not get out of the proper path.
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TikTok media provides a wider opportunity for students to learn and discuss, the experience
and competence gained can be an asset for creativity, innovation, and expression. Then, this study
found that Islamic learning can be packaged with various variations and approaches, not
necessarily a rigid and serious material or lesson that can make students monotonous or afraid.
Islamic learning must adapt to the context of the times and the development of existing technology,
one of which is by utilizing TikTok social media.
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