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ABSTRACT

This article delves into the pivotal roles of religious and social education in shaping
individual values and fostering societal harmony within Indonesia's multicultural
and multi-religious context. Using Iwan Mucipto's novel Kiai Ibrahim and
Religious Harmony as a literary lens, the discussion highlights how religious
education can promote mutual respect and counteract intolerance and extremism.
In contrast, social education cultivates responsible citizenship and social cohesion.
Through a qualitative content analysis of the novel, we explore the portrayal of vital
Islamic values—akidah (faith), Syariah (law), and akhlak (behavior)—and their
interconnection with social values such as empathy, sacrifice, and communal
support. The findings underscore the novel's potential as an educational tool,
offering insights into holistic development strategies essential for contemporary
educational challenges. This study contributes to the ongoing dialogue on
integrating moral and social education in diverse societies, emphasizing the urgency
of fostering peace and understanding in an increasingly divided world.
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A.INTRODUCTION

Religious and social education are critical in shaping individual values and societal
dynamics, especially in multicultural and multi-religious settings like Indonesia. lwan
Mucipto's novel Kiai Ibrahim and Religious Harmony provides a pertinent literary context for
exploring these educational dimensions. This discussion is vital for several reasons,
encompassing promoting social cohesion, resolving religious conflicts, and enhancing holistic
development in education.

Religious education is fundamental in fostering a sense of identity and moral grounding.
In societies with diverse religious backgrounds, such as Indonesia, religious education can be
instrumental in promoting mutual respect and understanding among different faith
communities. According to recent studies, religious education contributes significantly to
students' spiritual and moral development, which is crucial for their well-being and social
harmony (Smith & Jones, 2021).

Moreover, religious education is seen as a means to combat religious intolerance and
extremism. In an era marked by rising religious tensions and conflicts, there is an urgent need
to educate individuals on the values of tolerance, empathy, and peaceful coexistence. By
examining the role of religious education in the novel, this discussion can highlight effective
strategies for fostering interfaith harmony and understanding in contemporary society.

Religious education plays a crucial role in shaping the values and beliefs of individuals.
In the novel "Kiai Ibrahim and Religious Harmony," the protagonist, Kiai Ibrahim, embodies
the values of tolerance and understanding through his religious teachings. As Kiai Ibrahim
interacts with people from different religious backgrounds, he emphasizes respecting and
understanding each other's beliefs. This approach reflects the value of religious education in
fostering a culture of acceptance and harmony. As stated in the journal article by Koebanu
(2024):

"The use of code-switching and code-mixing in lwan Mucipto Moeliono's novel Kiali
Ibrahim and Religious Harmony highlights the importance of religious education in promoting
understanding and tolerance among different religious groups. The protagonist, Kiai Ibrahim,
uses these linguistic strategies to convey his message of harmony and unity, demonstrating the
power of religious education in bridging cultural and religious divides."

Social education, on the other hand, addresses broader social issues and aims to
cultivate responsible and active citizenship. It equips individuals with the knowledge and skills
to navigate and contribute to their communities. The importance of social education is
underscored by its role in promoting civic engagement, social responsibility, and democratic
values (Lee & Johnson, 2021).

In multicultural societies, social education is crucial for social cohesion and addressing
social inequalities. It provides a platform for individuals to learn about different cultures,
perspectives, and social justice issues. By integrating social education into the novel's analysis,
this discussion can offer insights into how educational practices can foster inclusive and
equitable societies.

Social education, on the other hand, focuses on teaching individuals to interact
effectively with others in a diverse society. In the novel, Kiai Ibrahim's teachings emphasize
religious harmony and stress the importance of social cohesion. He encourages his followers
to engage in community service and work together for society's betterment. This approach
underscores the value of social education in promoting a sense of community and social
responsibility. As noted in the book publication by Muliono (2024):

"The novel 'Kiai Ibrahim and Religious Harmony' demonstrates the significance of
social education in fostering a harmonious society. Through the character of Kiai Ibrahim, the
author highlights the importance of community service and collective action in addressing
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social issues. This reflects the value of social education in promoting a sense of social
responsibility and community engagement.”

The discussion of religious and social education in the context of "Kiai Ibrahim and
Religious Harmony" is particularly relevant given the contemporary educational challenges
many societies face. These challenges include balancing religious teachings with secular
education, promoting critical thinking and ethical reasoning, and preparing students for active
participation in a diverse and interconnected world.

Recent reforms and policies have emphasized integrating moral and social education
into the curriculum (NCF, 2018). However, more comprehensive approaches are still needed
to address the unique challenges posed by religious diversity and social inequality. By
exploring the themes in Mucipto's novel, this discussion can contribute to the ongoing dialogue
on effective educational strategies for holistic development.

Related to this research is a study conducted by Wijayana (2019) titled "Psychology of
the Character Iwan in the Novel Kiai Ibrahim & Religious Harmony by Iwan Mucipto.” This
research discusses the psychological elements of Iwan's personality. The results of this research
are dominated by the egos of the two Iwan characters. This means the author gives his character
more personality as an intermediary between Iwan's needs and environmental justice.

Building on Wijayana's work, the study of the value of religious education and social
education in "Kiai lbrahim and Religious Harmony" remains an open and fruitful area of
research. Despite the extensive psychological analysis of the characters, there is still much to
explore in terms of how the novel portrays the integration of religious and social education and
its impact on the characters and their communities. This exploration is essential for several
reasons. The novel provides a rich narrative that can deepen our understanding of how religious
and social education can be interwoven to promote holistic development. The novel's study of
religious and social education is crucial for addressing contemporary educational challenges,
such as religious intolerance and social divisions, offering valuable insights for educators and
policymakers. This research is significant because it addresses the need for more holistic
educational approaches that nurture the whole person and highlights the role of literature in
reflecting and shaping societal values. This research is timely and relevant given the current
global context, with increasing incidents of religious intolerance and social unrest. It
emphasizes the pressing need to explore and promote educational strategies that foster peace
and understanding.

B. METHOD

This research uses qualitative methods with content analysis techniques. This
technique is used to analyze systematic textual data, making replicable and valid conclusions
from the text in the context of its use (Krippendorff, 2004). The primary data source for this
research is the novel Kiai Ibrahim and Religious Harmony, focusing on the religious values
contained in it. Secondary data in this research includes books, journal articles, and critical
essays related to religiosity in literary works. The analysis process involves text coding, which
is carried out to identify and label relevant parts, which are then grouped into further
categories—areas such as religiosity, character analysis and symbolism, and religious
harmony. Triangulation was used to ensure validity and reliability. Triangulation involves
using multiple data sources to corroborate findings. Reflexivity is maintained by reflecting on
critical biases and assumptions during analysis..

C.RESULT AND DISCUSSION

In lwan Mucipto's novel Kiai Ibrahim dan Kerukunan Umat Beragama, religious values
encompass three key aspects: akidah (faith), Syariah (law), and akhlak (behavior). Akidah
pertains to belief and is demonstrated through the characters' actions and behaviors in their

891



daily lives, emphasizing faith in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, and His
predestination. The fundamental belief in Allah is a core principle depicted through reciting
the shahadah and bismillah, signifying the characters' devotion and faith. The novel illustrates
this through a character's conversion to Islam and their declaration of faith.

The characters' understanding of Allah as the Most Merciful and Compassionate reflects their
deep-seated belief and trust in Him. This faith is further emphasized by explaining the shahadah
and recognizing that divine assistance is sought for righteous actions while humans operate the
world.

Belief in Allah's angels is another significant aspect, portrayed through scenes where

characters reflect on their presence and guidance, even though they are unseen. The narrative
reinforces the idea that angels constantly remind humans to follow Allah's commands.
The faith in Allah's books, especially the Quran, is highlighted through discussions about its
divine origin and the importance of understanding its teachings. Characters in the novel express
awe and reverence for the Quran, considering it a source of wisdom and guidance. The novel
also underscores the importance of reading and learning from the Quran, starting with the
foundational text, Iqro, and progressing to deeper engagement with Islamic teachings through
hadith.

Faith in Allah's messengers, particularly the Prophet Muhammad, is depicted through
various dialogues that stress the significance of his role and the divine revelation he received.
The novel emphasizes Allah's profound love and respect for the Prophet and the necessity for
humans to acknowledge and follow his teachings.

The belief in divine predestination is addressed, illustrating that everything happens by
Allah's will. The novel suggests that while humans have free will, their ultimate fate is
determined by divine decree, highlighting the importance of trust in Allah's justice. Syariah, or
Islamic law, governs worship and human conduct. The novel discusses the significance of
performing prayers (salat) as a fundamental aspect of a Muslim's identity and devotion to Allah.
The importance of prayer is illustrated through characters who adhere to this practice, even in
leadership positions.

The pursuit of knowledge is another critical component of Syariah, with the novel
emphasizing the value of education and intellectual growth. Characters value both religious
and secular knowledge, with a particular emphasis on the importance of learning from various
cultures and historical periods. The narrative portrays education as a dynamic process essential
for personal and societal development.

Acts of charity and sincere altruism are also highlighted, mainly through the character
of Kiai Ibrahim, who supports education and welfare in his community. The novel portrays
zakat (almsgiving) as a vital practice that benefits both the giver and the recipient. Another
practice discussed in the novel is Remembering Allah through zikr (remembrance). The
characters engage in zikr to foster a closer connection with Allah and experience spiritual
tranquility.

Akhlak, or ethical behavior, involves the interpersonal conduct between humans and
other beings. The novel emphasizes the importance of maintaining harmonious relationships,
exemplified by characters who uphold brotherhood and express respect towards others. The
narrative portrays these values by warmly welcoming others and engaging in meaningful
dialogues.

Greeting others with salaam (peace) is a specific cultural and religious practice
highlighted in the novel. Exchanging greetings not only fosters social harmony but also holds
significant religious merit. The novel illustrates this practice through various interactions,
underscoring its importance in daily life.

Social values reflect the wisdom derived from social behavior and living standards.
They encompass a lasting awareness and emotional connection toward an object, idea, or
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person. Literature is closely linked to social values, as it often draws from the realities within
society. Social values include the necessities of communal life, such as affection, trust,
recognition, and appreciation. These values emphasize concern for the surrounding
environment, which can manifest as attention or criticism aimed at addressing perceived
injustices.

Iwan Mucipto's novel "Kiai Ibrahim dan Kerukunan Umat Beragama,” social and
educational values include helping one another, affection, concern for others, sacrifice, and
sharing. The novel illustrates the value of mutual assistance through various scenarios.
Entrepreneurs in Cilebut are depicted as ensuring consumer welfare and alleviating poverty
through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives. This sense of community support
extends to sharing resources, maintaining harmony, and collectively managing challenges.

Good relationships between people are fundamentally based on love and compassion,
reflecting the shared existence as creatures of God. The novel captures this through characters
showing deep affection for their spouses and the community. Kiai Ibrahim's actions, such as
funding education for the less fortunate, demonstrate his love and commitment to those around
him. This affection extends to the divine relationship, portraying a world created and sustained
by love. An exemplary individual must possess a high level of empathy and concern for the
fate and conditions of others. This empathy, nurtured from an early age, fosters harmonious
social relationships. In the novel, Kiai lbrahim's dedication to being beneficial to others,
regardless of their beliefs, underscores his profound concern for his community. His efforts in
educating his adopted children further exemplify his commitment to improving others' lives.

Sacrifice involves selflessly giving something, whether material possessions, time,
effort, thoughts, or even life, for love or commitment. The novel depicts the sacrifices made by
the original inhabitants of Cilebut, who compete with newcomers to sustain their livelihoods,
often selling their land and other assets. This competitive spirit highlights the community's
resilience and willingness to endure hardships for survival. Sharing is a form of concern driven
by pure conscience, involving mutual giving and receiving. In the novel, Kiai Ibrahim's
hospitality, such as serving abundant meals to guests and maintaining an open kitchen,
showcases his generous spirit. This sharing extends beyond material wealth, emphasizing that
material possessions do not solely measure true generosity and kindness

CONCLUSION

In Iwan Mucipto's novel "Kiai Ibrahim dan Kerukunan Umat Beragama," religious
values are intricately woven through the characters' lives, emphasizing faith (akidah), law
(Syariah), and ethical behavior (akhlak). The novel portrays faith through the characters'
devotion to Allah, recognition of angels, reverence for the Quran, respect for prophets, and
acceptance of divine predestination. Islamic law governs their worship, conduct, pursuit of
knowledge, charitable acts, and remembrance of Allah. Ethical behavior highlights
harmonious relationships, mutual respect, and greeting with peace.

Social values are also prominently featured, reflecting the importance of communal
life necessities like affection, trust, recognition, and appreciation. The novel illustrates these
values through mutual assistance, love, empathy, sacrifice, and sharing. Entrepreneurs in
Cilebut support consumer welfare and poverty alleviation through CSR initiatives,
demonstrating a strong sense of community. Kiai Ibrahim embodies these values by funding
education for the less fortunate and nurturing empathy within the community. The residents'
sacrifices and resilience highlight their commitment to survival and mutual support. Kiai
Ibrahim's hospitality and generosity further underscore the essence of sharing beyond material
wealth.
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In conclusion, "Kiai Ibrahim dan Kerukunan Umat Beragama” comprehensively
portrays religious and social values, illustrating how faith, law, ethical behavior, and social
responsibility contribute to a harmonious and compassionate community. Given its rich
exploration of these themes, the novel is highly recommended as teaching material in schools,
offering valuable lessons in faith, social values, and communal harmony.
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