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Kata Kunci: ABSTRAK
Kata kunci: islamic Pendidikan Karakter Islam telah menjadi isu yang semakin penting dalam
character education; pendidikan kontemporer karena meningkatnya kekhawatiran terhadap
moral education; degradasi moral, transformasi digital, dan integrasi nilai-nilai religius
pesantren; islamic dalam sistem pembelajaran modern. Namun, penelitian yang mengkaji
values; bibliometric- perkembangan dan struktur intelektual Pendidikan Karakter Islam masih
systematic literature terbatas. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi
review evolusi, landasan teoretis, konteks, karakteristik, dan tren metodologis

penelitian Pendidikan Karakter Islam di Indonesia. Penelitian ini
menggunakan pendekatan hybrid bibliometric dan systematic literature
review dengan kerangka TCCM (Theory-Context-Characteristics—
Methodology). Data dikumpulkan dari database Scopus pada April 2026
menggunakan kata kunci yang berkaitan dengan karakter Islam, moralitas,
etika, nilai, dan pendidikan tanpa batasan tahun publikasi. Sebanyak 759
dokumen yang terindeks Scopus digunakan untuk analisis bibliometrik,
sedangkan proses penyaringan berdasarkan protokol PRISMA
menghasilkan 50 artikel yang memenuhi kriteria untuk dianalisis lebih
lanjut dalam systematic literature review. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan
bahwa penelitian Pendidikan Karakter Islam mengalami tingkat
pertumbuhan publikasi tahunan sebesar 14,69%, khususnya setelah tahun
2017, dengan tema dominan meliputi pendidikan moral, akhlak, nilai-nilai
Islam, pendidikan pesantren, integrasi kurikulum, dan transformasi digital.
Literatur yang ada umumnya didasarkan pada teori perkembangan moral,
teori pendidikan karakter, konstruktivisme sosial, dan etika pedagogi
Islam, sedangkan konteks penelitian sebagian besar berfokus pada
pesantren, madrasah, dan sekolah Islam di Indonesia. Secara metodologis,
pendekatan kualitatif masih mendominasi, meskipun penelitian
kuantitatif, mixed-method, dan berbasis digital mulai berkembang dalam
beberapa tahun terakhir. Secara keseluruhan, penelitian ini menunjukkan
bahwa Pendidikan Karakter Islam telah berkembang menjadi bidang kajian
yang dinamis dan multidisipliner, sementara penelitian masa depan perlu
berfokus pada pengembangan teori pendidikan Islam yang lebih
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kontekstual serta mengkaji isu-isu baru terkait kecerdasan buatan dan
tantangan pendidikan global..

Keywords:

ABSTRACTS

Keyword: islamic
character education;
moral education;
pesantren; islamic
values; bibliometric-
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review

Islamic Character Education has become an increasingly important issue in
contemporary education due to concerns regarding moral degradation,
digital transformation, and the integration of religious values into modern
learning systems. However, research examining the development and
intellectual structure of Islamic Character Education remains limited.
Therefore, this study aims to explore the evolution, theoretical foundations,
contextual settings, characteristics, and methodological trends of Islamic
Character Education research in Indonesia. This study employed a hybrid
bibliometric and systematic literature review approach using the TCCM
(Theory-Context-Characteristics-Methodology) framework. Data were
collected from the Scopus database in April 2026 using keywords related to
Islamic character, morality, ethics, values, and education without
publication year limitation. An initial dataset of 759 Scopus-indexed
documents was used for bibliometric analysis, while the PRISMA screening
process resulted in 50 eligible articles for systematic review. The findings
reveal that Islamic Character Education research has experienced a
substantial annual growth rate of 14.69%, particularly after 2017, with
dominant themes including moral education, akhlaq, Islamic values,
pesantren education, curriculum integration, and digital transformation.
The literature is mainly grounded in moral development theory, character
education theory, social constructivism, and Islamic pedagogical ethics,
while the research context is largely concentrated in pesantren, madrasah,
and Islamic schools in Indonesia. Methodologically, qualitative approaches
remain dominant, although quantitative, mixed-method, and digital-based
studies have recently emerged. Overall, this study demonstrates that Islamic
Character Education has developed into a dynamic and interdisciplinary
research field, while future studies should focus on developing more
contextually grounded Islamic educational theories and examining emerging
issues related to artificial intelligence and global educational challenges.
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A.INTRODUCTION

Islamic Character Education has become one of the most significant issues in
contemporary educational discourse, particularly in Muslim-majority countries such as
Indonesia. As the world’s largest Muslim-populated nation, Indonesia has long
positioned character education as an integral part of national development and
educational transformation. Islamic Character Education, which is deeply rooted in the
concept of akhlaqg, aims not only to strengthen students’ religious understanding but
also to cultivate morality, social responsibility, tolerance, discipline, and ethical
behavior within broader societal life. The growing concern regarding moral
degradation, intolerance, violence among students, digital disruption, and weakening
social cohesion has intensified the urgency of strengthening Islamic-based character
education in schools, pesantren, and higher education institutions. Islamic Character
Education in Indonesia has evolved dynamically through the integration of traditional
Islamic values, local wisdom, multicultural approaches, and modern pedagogical
innovation, including digital and hybrid learning models (Sutomo 2014).

Historically, Islamic Character Education in Indonesia has been strongly
associated with pesantren traditions, Islamic moral teachings, and the transmission of
akhlaq values through religious instruction and habituation practices. Pesantren
institutions have played a central role as agents of moral formation, social cohesion, and
cultural preservation within Indonesian Muslim society (Purwanto, Mukharrom, and
Rahmah 2021). Previous studies emphasized that pesantren education not only
functions as a center for religious learning but also as an environment for developing
students’ moral character, discipline, tolerance, and humanitarian values (Anam et al.
2019; Purwanto, Mukharrom, and Rahmah 2021) argued that Islamic character
education in Indonesia should be reconstructed as akhlaq education to address the
moral and social challenges emerging from globalization and modern society. The
increasing modernization of Islamic education has also encouraged pesantren and
madrasah institutions to adapt their educational models through curriculum
integration, digital learning innovation, and multicultural approaches while
maintaining their Islamic identity (Nisak et al. 2025; Wasehudin et al. 2023).

In the broader educational context, the Indonesian government has
continuously promoted character education through national curriculum reforms,
including Curriculum 2013 and the more recent Kurikulum Merdeka. These reforms
emphasize the integration of religious values, national identity, and twenty-first-
century competencies into educational practices (Mahmud, Rahmi, and Nurdin 2023).
Several studies reported that Islamic schools and integrated Islamic institutions have
increasingly implemented student-centered learning, project-based learning, digital
pedagogy, and collaborative approaches to strengthen students’ moral and social
development (Amalia et al. 2024; Safitri et al. 2025). In addition, research has shown
that Islamic Character Education contributes positively to students’ religiosity, critical
thinking, tolerance, empathy, and social cohesion, especially when schools, families,
and communities work collaboratively in supporting character development (Rahmat
and Supriadi 2016). For example, Rahmat and Supriadi (2016) demonstrated that sufistic
and Qur’anic story-based learning models effectively improve students’ moral behavior
and reflective thinking, while Fahmi et al. (2025) found that multicultural Islamic
education strengthens tolerance and social harmony in diverse educational settings.
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Despite the growing body of literature, Islamic Character Education research
remains fragmented and methodologically diverse. Existing studies predominantly
focus on specific educational contexts, such as pesantren, madrasah, or integrated
Islamic schools, while broader analyses concerning the intellectual structure and
development of the field remain limited. Several studies identified important gaps
within the literature, including the lack of multidisciplinary and participatory
approaches, limited regional representation beyond Java and Sumatra, and insufficient
integration between qualitative, quantitative, and bibliometric methods (Abdullah et al.
2019; Puspitarini et al. 2023; Kistoro et al. 2023). Moreover, most studies continue to
emphasize practical implementation and local case studies rather than examining the
evolution of theories, contextual patterns, methodological trends, and emerging
research themes within Islamic Character Education research as a whole. Previous
studies have also highlighted that research on early childhood education, higher
education, minority Muslim contexts, and digital character education remains relatively
underexplored (Tolla 2024; Oviyanti, Astuti, and Yussof 2025).

Another important issue concerns the theoretical orientation of Islamic
Character Education research. Many studies still rely heavily on classical moral
development theories, Western character education models, or general Islamic
pedagogical concepts without constructing more contextually grounded and
independent theoretical frameworks rooted in Islamic epistemology. Although scholars
have attempted to integrate concepts such as akhlag, maqasid al-shari‘ah, local wisdom,
and Islamic moderation into educational practices (Mahmud, Rahmi, and Nurdin 2023;
Burga and Damopolii 2022), the literature remains dominated by fragmented
conceptual discussions rather than systematic theoretical synthesis. Furthermore, rapid
technological transformation and the expansion of artificial intelligence in education
have introduced new challenges regarding digital ethics, online learning, and Islamic
moral formation, yet only a limited number of studies have addressed these emerging
issues comprehensively (Rohid et al. 2026; Sapiudin et al. 2026).

Methodologically, previous research also demonstrates several limitations. Most
Islamic Character Education studies employ qualitative case study approaches focusing
on single institutions or local communities. Although qualitative inquiry provides deep
contextual understanding, the dominance of isolated case studies creates difficulties in
identifying broader publication trends, intellectual structures, and interdisciplinary
developments within the field. Bibliometric studies on Islamic Character Education
remain scarce. One notable study by Kistoro et al. (2023) mapped research networks
and publication trends in Islamic Character Education; however, the study primarily
focused on bibliometric visualization without integrating systematic qualitative
synthesis. Similarly, Puspitarini et al. (2023) explored humanistic pesantren values
through bibliometric and literature review analysis, yet the scope was limited to
pesantren and moral values rather than the broader landscape of Islamic Character
Education research in Indonesia. Consequently, there remains a significant gap
concerning comprehensive hybrid reviews that integrate bibliometric analysis with
systematic literature review methods to provide a holistic understanding of the field.

This study attempts to address these research gaps by employing a hybrid
bibliometric and systematic literature review approach using the TCCM (Theory-
Context-Characteristics-Methodology) framework. Unlike previous studies that mainly
focused on specific institutions, pedagogical practices, or isolated thematic issues, this
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research systematically examines the intellectual evolution, theoretical foundations,
contextual settings, research characteristics, and methodological trends of Islamic
Character Education research in Indonesia. By integrating bibliometric analysis with
systematic literature review techniques, this study provides both quantitative mapping
and qualitative interpretation of the literature, enabling a more comprehensive
understanding of how Islamic Character Education has evolved over time. Furthermore,
this study contributes to the literature by identifying dominant theories, emerging
themes, methodological patterns, and future research directions related to Islamic
Character Education in the context of digital transformation, multiculturalism,
sustainability, and global educational challenges.

Therefore, this study is expected to contribute both theoretically and practically
to the development of Islamic Character Education research. Theoretically, the study
offers a comprehensive synthesis of the intellectual structure of Islamic Character
Education and highlights the need for more contextually grounded Islamic educational
theories. Moreover, the study contributes to the advancement of Islamic educational
theory by integrating fragmented perspectives on akhlaq, character education, Islamic
pedagogy, and moral development into a more coherent understanding of Islamic
Character Education within contemporary educational contexts. Practically, the
findings may provide insights for policymakers, educators, curriculum developers, and
Islamic educational institutions in designing more adaptive, inclusive, and culturally
responsive character education models. In addition, this study responds directly to the
methodological and conceptual gaps identified in previous research by integrating
bibliometric mapping and systematic review approaches to generate a more holistic and
evidence-based understanding of Islamic Character Education in Indonesia..

B. METHOD

This study employs a hybrid review approach by integrating bibliometric
analysis and a systematic literature review (SLR) to provide a comprehensive
understanding of Islamic Character Education research in Indonesia. The hybrid
method enables the exploration of publication trends, intellectual structures, dominant
themes, and emerging research directions from both quantitative and qualitative
perspectives. Previous studies have demonstrated that bibliometric mapping is useful
for identifying research networks, publication trends, and thematic developments in
Islamic Character Education research (Kistoro et al. 2023; Nirwana 2024). Meanwhile,
systematic literature review approaches have been widely applied to synthesize moral,
ethical, and character values within Islamic education and pesantren studies
(Puspitarini et al. 2023). Furthermore, this study adopts the TCCM (Theory-Context-
Characteristics-Methodology) framework to systematically classify and analyze the
theoretical foundations, contextual settings, research characteristics, and
methodological approaches employed in previous Islamic Character Education studies.
The TCCM framework enables a more structured understanding of dominant
perspectives, conceptual developments, and future research opportunities within the
field.

To ensure transparency and methodological rigor, this study follows the
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA)
protocol proposed by Moher et al. (2009), which consists of four stages: identification,
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screening, eligibility assessment, and inclusion. Figure 1 presents the main stages of the
review process adopted in this study

Keyword identification: 2 stages of search fields in
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Figure 1. PRISMA adapted from Alshater et al. (2022)

The identification stage began with a document search conducted in June 2026
using the Scopus database. The search employed keywords related to Islamic Character
Education, namely: “Islamic” AND “character” OR “morality” OR “ethics” OR “values”
OR “virtue” OR “akhlag” OR “moral development” OR “religious values” OR
“personality” AND “education” AND “Indonesia” OR “Indonesian”, which were applied
to article titles, abstracts, and keywords. The search process was conducted without
publication year limitation to capture the broadest development of Islamic Character
Education research in Indonesia. As presented in Figure 1, the initial search identified
759 documents indexed in the Scopus database. These documents were used for
bibliometric analysis to examine publication trends, intellectual structures, author
productivity, institutional contributions, keyword evolution, and research
developments within the field.

The screening stage was subsequently conducted using several inclusion
criteria. The study only included publications originating from Indonesia and related to
the fields of social sciences, arts and humanities, and psychology. In addition, only
journal articles and review papers written in English and Indonesian were included,
while conference proceedings, books, book chapters, and other non-peer-reviewed
publications were excluded. Furthermore, only open-access publications were
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considered to ensure accessibility and transparency of data collection. Based on these
criteria, 373 documents were excluded, resulting in 386 records remaining for further
assessment.

In the eligibility stage, the full texts of the remaining articles were examined to
assess their relevance to Islamic Character Education within the Indonesian context.
Articles focusing on general moral education, non-Islamic character education,
unrelated educational issues, or studies conducted outside Indonesia were excluded
from the review process. Following this refinement procedure, 336 articles were
removed due to irrelevance, leaving 50 articles that met all eligibility criteria. These 50
selected articles were then used for the systematic literature review analysis employing
the TCCM (Theory-Context-Characteristics-Methodology) framework to identify
theoretical developments, dominant themes, contextual settings, research
characteristics, methodological patterns, and future research directions in Islamic
Character Education research in Indonesia.

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Results

Descriptive Analysis

Figure 2 presents the main information related to the bibliometric data on Islamic
Character Education research indexed in the Scopus database during the period 1995-
2026. The dataset consists of 759 documents published across 332 different sources,
involving 2,352 authors, which indicates a broad and continuously expanding scholarly
network in this field. The annual growth rate reached 14.69%, reflecting a significant
increase in academic attention toward Islamic Character Education over time. In terms
of collaboration patterns, the average number of co-authors per document was 3.55,
while international co-authorship accounted for 18.18%, demonstrating a moderate level
of global research collaboration. Furthermore, the dataset contains 2,242 author
keywords and 35,164 references, suggesting substantial thematic diversity and a rich
intellectual foundation within the literature. The average age of the documents was 3.58
years, indicating that the field is relatively recent and rapidly developing, while the
average citation per document reached 5.991 citations, reflecting a growing academic
impact and relevance of Islamic Character Education research in contemporary
educational discourse.

Timespan Sources Documents Annual Growth Rate

1995:2026 332 759 14.69 %

Authors of single-authored docs International Co-Authorship Co-Authors per Doc

116 18.18 % 3.55

Author's Keywords (DE) References Document Average Age Average citations per doc

2242 35164 3.58 5.991

Figure 2. Main Information
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Source: Biblioshiny (2026)
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Figure 3. Annual Scientific Production
Source: Biblioshiny (2026)

Figure 3 demonstrates a substantial evolution in Islamic Character Education research
between 1995 and 2026. During the earlier period, publication output remained
relatively low, indicating limited scholarly attention to the topic. However, research
productivity began to increase noticeably after 2017 and continued to rise significantly
in subsequent years, particularly from 2019 onward. This upward trend reflects the
growing importance of issues related to moral values, religious character formation, and
the integration of Islamic educational principles within contemporary educational
discourse. The highest publication growth occurred in 2025, suggesting that Islamic
Character Education has become an increasingly relevant and interdisciplinary field of
study. Meanwhile, the lower number of publications recorded in 2026 should be
interpreted carefully, as the data collection was conducted in April 2026, meaning that
not all publications for the year had yet been indexed in the Scopus database.

Research Trends

Most Productive Authors

Figure 4 illustrates the most productive authors in Islamic Character Education research
based on the number of published documents. The figure shows that Kusaeri and
Nuryana Z. are the leading contributors, each producing six publications, indicating
their strong and consistent involvement in the development of this research field. They
are followed by Rahman A., Sulaiman, and Wekke 1.S., each with five publications,
reflecting their significant academic contributions to discussions surrounding Islamic
education, moral values, and character formation. Meanwhile, Abdullah I., Ahmadi A.,
Degeng I.N.S., Fua ].L., and Huda M. each contributed four publications, demonstrating
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a relatively active scholarly presence in the literature. Overall, the distribution of
publications suggests that research on Islamic Character Education is supported by a
diverse group of scholars, although the field is still dominated by a limited number of
highly productive authors who play an important role in shaping the direction and
development of the discipline.

KUSAERI . 6
NURYANA Z . 6
RAHMAN A . 5
SULAIMAN Q-

(4]
‘:5 WEKKE IS ' 5
5
2
ABDULLAH | 4

AHMADI A 4

DEGENG INS 4
FUA JL 4

[%5)
HUDA M 4

0 2 4 6
N. of Documents

Figure 4. Most Productive Authors in Character Education Research
Publication
Source: Biblioshiny (2026)

Most Productive Universities

Figure 5 presents the most relevant universities contributing to Islamic Character
Education research. The figure indicates that Universitas Negeri Malang is the most
productive university, contributing 25 publications, which highlights its dominant role
in advancing research on Islamic Character Education in Indonesia. It is followed by
Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta with 18 publications, while Universitas Airlangga and
Universitas Islam Indonesia each contributed 17 publications. Other significant
contributors include Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (16 publications), Universitas
Islam Negeri Sunan Kalijaga and Universitas Syiah Kuala (15 publications each), as well
as Universitas Islam Negeri Ar-Raniry, Universitas Indonesia, and Universitas Islam
Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. Overall, the findings demonstrate that both
public universities and Islamic higher education institutions play substantial roles in
the development of Islamic Character Education research. The dominance of
Indonesian universities also reflects the strong academic concern toward character
formation, moral education, and Islamic values within the national educational
discourse.
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Figure 5. Most Productive University in Character Education research
Publication
Source: Biblioshiny (2026)

Most Relevant Sources

Figure 6 presents the most relevant publication sources in Islamic Character Education
research. The figure shows that Jurnal Pendidikan Agama Islam is the most dominant
source, publishing 33 documents, indicating its strong focus on issues related to Islamic
education, moral values, and character development. It is followed by Jurnal Pendidikan
Islam with 22 publications, while Journal of Islamic Accounting and Business Research
and Nazhruna: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam each contributed 20 publications. Other notable
sources include Jurnal Ilmiah Peuradeun and Munaddhomah with 19 publications each,
as well as the International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Education, IOP Conference
Series: Earth and Environmental Science, Journal of Social Studies Education Research,
and Journal of Islamic Marketing. Overall, the findings indicate that research on Islamic
Character Education is predominantly disseminated through journals focusing on
Islamic education, educational studies, and interdisciplinary social sciences, reflecting
the growing academic attention toward character formation and Islamic values in
contemporary educational discourse.
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Figure 6. Most Productive Journal in Character Education research
Publication
Source: Biblioshiny (2026)

Keyword and Research Focus in Islamic Character Education

Figure 7 presents the word cloud visualization of the most frequently occurring
keywords in Islamic Character Education research. The visualization reveals that
“Islamic education” and “character education” are the most dominant keywords,
indicating that the literature is strongly centered on the integration of Islamic values
within character formation and educational practices. Other prominent terms such as
“Indonesia,” “moral education,” “religious character,” “Islamic higher education,” and
“Islamic religious education” demonstrate that the research mainly focuses on moral
development, religious values, and character-building processes within Indonesian
educational contexts. Additionally, keywords including “curriculum development,”
“curriculum integration,” “pesantren,” “Islamic values,” and “artificial intelligence”
suggest the emergence of contemporary themes related to educational innovation,
digital transformation, and the integration of Islamic character values into modern
learning systems. Overall, the keyword distribution indicates that Islamic Character
Education research is multidisciplinary and continues to evolve toward broader
discussions involving pedagogy, technology, leadership, and social transformation.

”» o«

» o«
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Figure 7. Word Cloud AnalysisJournal in Character Education research
Publication
Source: Biblioshiny (2026)

Analysis/Discussion (1000-1500 words)
Theory (T): Theoretical Foundations in Islamic Character Education Research

The Theory dimension in Islamic Character Education research demonstrates
that most studies are grounded in moral education theory, character education theory,
Islamic pedagogy, social constructivism, and Islamic values-based approaches
integrated with local wisdom. Several studies explicitly adopted classical moral
development frameworks, such as Kohlberg’s stages of moral development, Gilligan’s
ethics of care, and Lickona’s educating for character to explain the formation of Islamic
character through moral reasoning, social responsibility, empathy, and the integration
of moral knowledge, moral feeling, and moral action (Subandi G. et al. 2025). In the
educational context, social constructivist perspectives also emerged prominently
through the use of Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), cooperative
learning theory, and Islamic pedagogical ethics to explain how Islamic values are
internalized through social interaction, collaborative learning, habituation, and the role
of teachers as moral facilitators (Subandi G. et al. 2025)(Nurhilaliyah 2025).

In addition, several studies positioned akhlaqg, adab, Qur’anic values, pesantren
traditions, and religious moderation as the epistemological foundations of Islamic
Character Education. For instance, Mujahid (2021) emphasized that Islamic orthodoxy-
based character education plays an important role in shaping moderate Muslim
identities within modern pesantren education. Similarly, (C.S. Juwaini et al. 2025)
applied Ibn Miskawaih’s ethical philosophy to explain the harmonization of reason,
emotion, and human instinct in moral education among Indonesian secondary school
students. These findings indicate that Islamic Character Education research is strongly
influenced by Islamic philosophical and ethical traditions, where religious values
function not only as educational content but also as normative and ideological
foundations for character formation.

Furthermore, contemporary studies reveal a growing tendency toward
contextual and interdisciplinary theoretical approaches. Several scholars employed
situated learning theory, constructivist grounded theory, ethnopedagogy, and local
wisdom frameworks to explain that Islamic character formation extends beyond formal
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classrooms into cultural traditions, communities, and socio-religious practices
(Zulkarnain, Nasrulloh, and Kholis 2025; Roqib et al. 2025; Ridho, Wakhidah, and Adnan
2026). Other studies integrated modern perspectives such as Social Justice Theory in
Islam, environmental ethics, reflective digital pedagogy, artificial intelligence, and the
Big Five personality traits combined with Islamic leadership values including shiddiq,
amanabh, tabligh, and fathonah (Ghafar et al. 2025; Amirudin, I.A., and Nurhayati. 2026;
Achruh, M., and Idris 2024). These developments suggest that Islamic Character
Education research is gradually evolving from classical moral theories toward more
integrative frameworks that combine Islamic values, local culture, technological
transformation, and contemporary social issues. Nevertheless, the findings also indicate
that a distinctive and independent theoretical framework specifically designed for
Islamic Character Education remains limited, as many studies still adapt Western
theories and subsequently integrate them with Islamic perspectives.

Context (C): Contextual Settings in Islamic Character Education Research

The Context dimension in Islamic Character Education research demonstrates
that the majority of studies are situated within formal Islamic educational institutions
in Indonesia, particularly pesantren, madrasah, Islamic boarding schools, Islamic
universities, and Islamic-based primary and secondary schools. These institutions are
frequently portrayed as the central environments for cultivating moral values, religious
identity, and character formation among students. Pesantren contexts dominate many
studies because they are considered effective in integrating religious learning, daily
habituation, discipline, and moral supervision within students’ everyday lives. Several
studies also emphasized the role of Islamic universities and teacher education
institutions in promoting Islamic character values through curriculum development,
pedagogical innovation, and leadership practices.

In addition to formal educational settings, a number of studies explored broader
socio-cultural and community contexts influencing Islamic character formation.
Research on local wisdom, ethnopedagogy, traditional games, cultural rituals, and
community-based Islamic education suggests that character education is not limited to
classroom instruction but is also shaped by cultural traditions, family environments,
and social interactions within Muslim communities (Roqib et al. 2025)(Ridho,
Wakhidah, and Adnan 2026). Furthermore, some studies examined Islamic Character
Education in multicultural and pluralistic environments, particularly in relation to
religious moderation, tolerance, social harmony, and intercultural understanding.
These studies indicate that Islamic Character Education is increasingly positioned as an
instrument for strengthening social cohesion and preventing radicalism in diverse
societies.

Recent studies also reveal an emerging shift toward digital and technological
contexts in Islamic Character Education research. Several articles investigated the
integration of digital learning platforms, artificial intelligence, online learning
environments, and social media into Islamic moral education practices (Ghafar et al.
2025; Amirudin, I.A., and Nurhayati. 2026; Achruh, M., and Idris 2024). This trend
became more visible after the COVID-19 pandemic, where educational transformation
accelerated the use of technology in Islamic teaching and character development.
Consequently, the contextual landscape of Islamic Character Education research has
expanded from traditional religious institutions toward more dynamic environments
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involving digital ecosystems, global communication, and contemporary societal
challenges. However, most studies remain concentrated within the Indonesian context,
indicating that comparative cross-country and global perspectives in Islamic Character
Education research are still relatively underdeveloped.

Characteristics (C): Main Characteristics of Islamic Character Education
Research

One of the most dominant characteristics identified in Islamic Character
Education research is the integration of Islamic moral and spiritual values into the
educational process. The reviewed studies consistently emphasized the development of
akhlaq, discipline, honesty, responsibility, and religious commitment as the primary
objectives of character formation. For example, (Mujahid 2021) highlighted the
importance of Islamic orthodoxy-based character education in shaping moderate
Muslim identities, while C.S. Juwaini et al. (2025) emphasized the harmonization of
reason, emotion, and morality through Ibn Miskawaih’s ethical philosophy. Similarly,
several studies conducted in pesantren and Islamic schools demonstrated that character
development is strongly influenced by religious habituation, role modeling, and the
internalization of Qur’anic values within students’ daily activities.

Another important characteristic concerns the implementation of curriculum
integration and pedagogical innovation in Islamic Character Education. Many studies
discussed the incorporation of Islamic values into formal curricula, extracurricular
activities, and collaborative learning environments. Subandi et al. (2025), for instance,
explored digital Islamic character education models based on local wisdom for early
childhood education, whereas (Usman 2025) emphasized cooperative and socially
interactive learning approaches to strengthen students’ moral development. In
addition, several studies focusing on pesantren education revealed that communal
discipline, mentoring systems, and teacher exemplification remain central mechanisms
for cultivating Islamic character values in Indonesian educational institutions.

Furthermore, recent studies increasingly addressed contemporary issues such as
digital transformation, multiculturalism, environmental ethics, and religious
moderation.Achruh, M., and Idris (2024) and Amirudin, I.A., and Nurhayati. (2026)
examined the integration of artificial intelligence, digital pedagogy, and online learning
into Islamic educational practices, indicating the growing adaptation of Islamic
Character Education to technological change. Other studies, such as Andriana et al.
(2025), linked Islamic character formation with environmental awareness and social
justice values, while Rogib et al. (2025) and Ridho, Wakhidah, and Adnan (2026)
emphasized the role of local wisdom and ethnopedagogy in contextualizing Islamic
values within diverse socio-cultural settings. These findings suggest that Islamic
Character Education research is evolving toward more interdisciplinary and adaptive
approaches that respond to contemporary educational and societal challenges.

Methodology (M): Research Methods in Islamic Character Education Research
The methodological landscape of Islamic Character Education research is
predominantly characterized by qualitative approaches. Most studies employed case
studies, phenomenological research, ethnography, descriptive qualitative methods,
narrative inquiry, and library research to examine the processes of value internalization,
moral formation, and Islamic educational practices in schools, pesantren, and Muslim
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communities. Qualitative inquiry was widely preferred because the field largely focuses
on understanding religious experiences, socio-cultural interactions, pedagogical
processes, and moral transformation within educational settings. For example, Mujahid
(2021) adopted a qualitative case study to analyze Islamic orthodoxy-based character
education in pesantren, while Roqib et al. (2025) and Ridho, Wakhidah, and Adnan
(2026) utilized ethnographic and cultural approaches to investigate the integration of
local wisdom, pesantren traditions, and Islamic values in character development.
Similarly, Zulkarnain, Nasrulloh, and Kholis (2025) employed constructivist grounded
theory to explore contextual Islamic learning practices rooted in community culture and
religious traditions.

In addition to qualitative methods, several studies adopted quantitative
approaches to empirically examine the relationship between Islamic values, character
formation, leadership, religiosity, and educational outcomes. Survey methods,
correlational designs, regression analysis, structural equation modeling (SEM), and
psychometric testing were commonly utilized to measure students’ moral behavior,
religious attitudes, learning engagement, and leadership competencies. (Ghafar et al.
2025), for instance, quantitatively integrated the Big Five personality traits with Islamic
leadership values such as shiddiq, amanah, tabligh, and fathonah to evaluate character
and leadership development among students. Other studies also used experimental and
quasi-experimental designs to assess the effectiveness of Islamic learning models,
character education interventions, and technology-assisted instruction in improving
students’ moral awareness and religious behavior.

Furthermore, recent Islamic Character Education studies demonstrate an
increasing adoption of mixed-methods and technology-oriented methodologies. Several
scholars combined interviews, classroom observations, questionnaires, and digital
learning analysis to investigate the implementation of online Islamic learning, artificial
intelligence, and reflective digital pedagogy in character education (Achruh, M., and
Idris 2024; Amirudin, I.A., and Nurhayati. 2026). Subandi et al. (2025), for example,
integrated digital educational design with moral development frameworks to construct
Islamic character learning models for early childhood education. In addition,
bibliometric studies, systematic literature reviews (SLR), and conceptual analyses have
recently emerged as important methodological trends, indicating the growing maturity
and interdisciplinarity of the field. These approaches are increasingly used to map
publication trends, identify dominant themes, and synthesize the development of
Islamic Character Education research across different educational and socio-cultural
contexts.

Despite this methodological diversification, the literature still shows a strong
dominance of localized and context-specific studies, particularly within pesantren,
Islamic schools, and Indonesian Muslim communities. Longitudinal studies,
comparative cross-country research, experimental digital learning studies, and large-
scale empirical investigations remain relatively limited. This suggests that future Islamic
Character Education research would benefit from broader methodological innovation,
stronger interdisciplinary integration, and more robust empirical designs capable of
addressing contemporary educational challenges in the digital and global era.

1091



Synthesis of TCCM Findings

To provide a clearer synthesis of the findings, Table 1 summarizes the main results of
the TCCM (Theory-Context-Characteristics-Methodology) analysis. The table
highlights the dominant theoretical foundations, contextual settings, research
characteristics, methodological approaches, and future research directions identified in
Islamic Character Education studies in Indonesia. This synthesis demonstrates that the
field has evolved into a multidisciplinary area of inquiry that integrates Islamic values,
moral development, educational innovation, and contemporary societal challenges.
Furthermore, the table facilitates a comprehensive understanding of how the reviewed
studies collectively contribute to the development of Islamic Character Education
research and offers a concise reference for future scholars interested in advancing the

field.

Table 1. Summary of TCCM Analysis in Islamic Character Education Research in
Indonesia

.TCCN! Main Findings Represer-ltatlve
Dimension Studies
Islamic Character Education research
is primarily grounded in Moral
Development  Theory, Character
Education Theory, Social Mujahid (2021); C.S.
Theo Constructivism, Islamic Pedagogical Juwaini et al. (2025);
Ty Ethics, Akhlag-Based Education, and Subandi et al. (2025);
Religious Moderation frameworks. Ghafar et al. (2025)
Recent studies increasingly integrate
local wisdom, environmental ethics,
and digital pedagogy.
Research is predominantly conducted
in pesantren, madrasah, Islamic Purwanto et al
schools, Islamic universities, and (2021); Roqib et al.
Context Muslim  communities.  Emerging (2025); Ridho et al.
studies also examine multicultural (2026); Amirudin et
environments and digital learning al. (2026)
ecosystems.
The literature emphasizes moral
1nt.er'nahzat10n, .akhlflq development, Fahmi et al. (2025);
religious habituation, character )
. i . . . Andriana et al
Characteristics | formation, curriculum integration, :
. . (2025); Subandi et al.
multicultural education,
. .. (2025)
environmental awareness, and digital
character education.
Qual_ltatlve _ app_roaches remain Kistoro et al. (2023);
dominant, including case studies,
Ghafar et al. (2025);
Methodology ethnography, phenomenology, and !
. . . Achruh and Idris
library research. Quantitative, mixed- (2024)
methods, bibliometric, and digital- 4
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TCCM e pe s Representative
. . Main Findings .
Dimension Studies
based studies have emerged in recent
years.
Future studies should focus on
developing contextually grounded
Islamic educational theories,
Future . . . .
comparative studies across Muslim Synthesized from
Research . o1 . . .
o countries, artificial intelligence and reviewed literature
Directions . . 11k .
digital ethics, sustainability education,
global citizenship, and longitudinal
research designs.

The synthesis presented in Table 1 reveals several important patterns within the Islamic
Character Education literature. First, the theoretical foundations remain largely
influenced by moral and character education theories integrated with Islamic values
and pedagogical traditions. Second, the dominant research contexts continue to be
Islamic educational institutions, particularly pesantren and madrasah, although digital
and multicultural settings are becoming increasingly relevant. Third, the characteristics
of the literature indicate a strong commitment to integrating moral, spiritual, and social
values into educational practices. Finally, methodological developments suggest a
gradual transition from predominantly qualitative inquiry toward more diverse and
interdisciplinary research designs. These patterns collectively indicate that Islamic
Character Education research is moving toward greater theoretical sophistication and
contextual diversity while maintaining its foundational emphasis on Islamic moral
values.

CONCLUSION

This study employed a hybrid bibliometric and systematic literature review
approach to examine the development of Islamic Character Education research in
Indonesia through the TCCM framework. The findings indicate that research in this
field has grown significantly, particularly after 2017, reflecting increasing academic
attention toward moral education, religious values, character formation, and the
integration of Islamic principles within contemporary educational systems.
Bibliometric analysis revealed that the literature is predominantly contributed by
Indonesian universities and Islamic educational institutions, with major themes
focusing on Islamic education, character education, akhlaq, religious moderation,
curriculum integration, pesantren education, and digital transformation. The TCCM
analysis further showed that Islamic Character Education research is largely grounded
in moral development theory, character education theory, social constructivism,
Islamic pedagogical ethics, and Islamic values-based education, while its contextual
focus remains centered on pesantren, madrasah, Islamic schools, and Muslim
communities in Indonesia. In terms of characteristics, the literature emphasizes moral
internalization, religious habituation, local wisdom, and holistic character formation,
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whereas methodologically, qualitative approaches remain dominant despite the
growing emergence of quantitative, mixed-methods, bibliometric, and digital-based
studies. Overall, the findings suggest that Islamic Character Education has evolved into
a dynamic and interdisciplinary research field; however, future studies are still needed
to develop more contextually grounded Islamic theoretical frameworks, expand
comparative international perspectives, and explore the implications of digital
technology, artificial intelligence, sustainability, and global citizenship in Islamic
education. This study is limited to Scopus-indexed publications and focuses primarily
on the Indonesian context, which may not fully represent the broader landscape of
Islamic Character Education research globally. In addition, the analysis mainly relied
on titles, abstracts, and keywords during the screening and classification process.
Therefore, future research should expand comparative studies across Muslim countries
to examine differences in Islamic Character Education models, policies, and cultural
approaches. Future scholars are also encouraged to develop more contextually
grounded Islamic educational theories based on magasid al-shari‘ah and contemporary
educational challenges. Moreover, further studies should investigate the role of
artificial intelligence, digital ethics, sustainability education, and global citizenship in
shaping Islamic Character Education through empirical, longitudinal, and mixed-
method research design

Acknowledgments:

The authors would like to express their gratitude to all scholars, researchers, and
academic institutions whose published works contributed to the development of
this study. Appreciation is also extended to the Scopus database for providing
access to the bibliometric data and scholarly publications analyzed in this
research. The authors further acknowledge the valuable academic discussions
and institutional support that facilitated the completion of this study.

Conflicts of Interest:

The authors declare no conflict of interest. The authors affirm that there are no
personal, professional, or financial relationships that could be perceived as
influencing the research process, analysis, interpretation, or reporting of the
findings presented in this study.

Author Contributions:

All authors contributed substantially to the conception and design of the study, data
collection, bibliometric and systematic literature review analysis, interpretation of
findings, and manuscript preparation. All authors reviewed, revised, and approved the
final version of the manuscript and agreed to be accountable for all aspects of the work
in accordance with the authorship guidelines and contribution policies.

Funding:

This research received no external funding.

Data Availability:

The data supporting the findings of this study were obtained from the Scopus database
and consist of bibliometric records and published articles analyzed during the review

1094



process. The datasets used and/or analyzed during the current study are available
from the corresponding author upon reasonable request.

Disclaimer:

The views and opinions expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any affiliated institution or
funding organization.

REFERENCES

Abdullah, I, B Hudayana, P M Kutanegara, and A Indiyanto. 2019. “Beyond School Reach:
Character Education in Three Schools in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.” Journal of
Educational and Social Research 9 (3): 145-59. https://doi.org/10.2478/jesr-2019-
0032.

Achruh, Rapi M., and Rusdi M. Idris. 2024. “Challenges and Opportunities of Artificial
Intelligence Adoption in Islamic Education in Indonesian Higher Education
Institutions.” International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational Research.
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.23.11.22.

Amalia, E R, M Dwi Bhakti Indri, S Khoiriyati, N Ummah, M Oviani, ] K Wardhani, and
U Umayyah. 2024. “Bridging Educational Reform and Faith: Evaluating Kurikulum
Merdeka’s Compatibility with Islamic Values in Madrasahs.” Munaddhomah 5 (4):
483-500. https://doi.org/10.31538/munaddhomah.vsi4.1413.

Amirudin, S.;, Muzaki; [.A., and Nurhayati. 2026. “Reflective Digital Pedagogy in Islamic
Religious Education and Religious Character Formation in Higher Education.”
International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational Research.
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.25.2.34.

Anam, S, I N S Degeng, N Murtadho, and D Kuswandi. 2019. “The Moral Education and
Internalization of Humanitarian Values in Pesantren.” Journal for the Education of
Gifted Young Scientists 7 (4): 815-34. https://doi.org/10.17478/jegys.629726.

Andriana, I, M A Zamroni, K M H Thamrin, U Kalsum, L L Fuadah, N S Rifanka, K S K
Chaidir, and F Usman. 2025. “Awakening Environmental Responsibility in Youth
Through Islamic Values in Green Governance Education.” Munaddhomah 6 (4):
650-60. https://doi.org/10.31538/munaddhomah.v6i4.2263.

Burga, M A, and M Damopolii. 2022. “REINFORCING RELIGIOUS MODERATION
THROUGH LOCAL CULTURE-BASED PESANTREN.” Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 8
(2): 145-62. https://doi.org/10.15575/jpi.v8i2.19879.

C.S. Juwaini, Rijal S., Basir Ahmad A., Desky H.; Tamtowi M., Mawardi, and Safira. 2025.
“IBN MISKAWAIH’S ETHICAL PHILOSOPHY AND ITS RELEVANCE TO MORAL
EDUCATION IN INDONESIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS.” Jurnal Ilmiah
Peuradeun. https://doi.org/10.26811/peuradeun.vi3ii.1648.

Fahmi, M, M A Nuruzzaman, M Hilmy, H Y Alfiyah, N A Abdul Aziz, and L Huriyah.
2025. “Multicultural Islamic Education as Strategy for Strengthening Social
Cohesion in Islamic School.” Nazhruna: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 8 (1): 154-75.
https://doi.org/10.31538/nzh.v8i1.67.

Ghafar, M, A H Imtihanah, J Shiddiq, H Wilujeng, and N Z Hamidah. 2025. “Exploring
Women’s Leadership Success in Inclusive Leadership in Islamic Higher Education:
Integrating Big Five Personality and Islamic Values.” International Journal of
Evaluation and Research in Education 14 (4): 3009-17.

1095



https://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v14i4.33282.

Kistoro, H C A, E Istiyono, E Latipah, and N M Burhan. 2023. “Islamic Character
Education: Mapping and Networking Data Using Bibliometric Analysis.” Jurnal
Pendidikan Agama Islam 20 (2): 195-214. https://doi.org/10.14421/jpai.v20i2.8027.

Mahmud, S, S Rahmi, and R Nurdin. 2023. “Building Students’ Character Based on
Magasid Al-Shari’ah: Perspectives of Parents, Teachers, and Community Members
in Banda Aceh.” Samarah 7 (3): 1803-26. https://doi.org/10.22373/sjhk.v7i3.17708.

Moher, David, Alessandro Liberati, Jennifer Tetzlaff, and Douglas G. Altman. 2009.
“Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses: The
PRISMA Statement.” BM]J (Online) 339 (7716): 332-36.
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.b2535.

Muyjahid, Imam. 2021. “Islamic Orthodoxy-Based Character Education: Creating
Moderate Muslim in a Modern Pesantren in Indonesia.” Indonesian Journal of Islam
and Muslim Societies 11 (2): 185-212. https://doi.org/10.18326/ijims.v11i2.185-212.

Nirwana, A A N. 2024. “Bibliometric Analysis of Islamic Education and Character
Development in Religious Education Practices in Indonesia.” Pakistan Journal of
Life and Social Sciences 22 (2): 1231-45. https://doi.org/10.57239/PJLSS-2024-
22.2.0086.

Nisak, Z H, A ] Pitoyo, H Ikhwan, and A Maryudi. 2025. “NAVIGATING THE PARADOX
Integrating Tradition and Educational Innovation in Indonesian Pesantren.”
Journal of Indonesian Islam 19 (2): 448-75.
https://doi.org/10.15642/]11S.2025.19.2.448-475.

Nurhilaliyah, Usman T.; Bahraeni; 2025. “Exploring Islamic-Oriented Cooperative
Learning through Faith-Driven Collaboration in among University Students in
Islamic Education Courses.” International Journal of Learning, Teaching and
Educational Research. https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.24.9.44.

Oviyanti, F, M Astuti, and M.H.B.B. Yussof. 2025. “INTERPERSONAL COMPETENCE
AND PROFESSIONAL GROWTH IN ISLAMIC EDUCATION TEACHERS.” Jurnal
Pendidikan Islam 11 (2): 262-74. https://doi.org/10.15575/jpi.vi1i2.48943.

Purwanto, M R, T Mukharrom, and P J Rahmah. 2021. “Optimization of Student
Character Education through the Pesantren Program at the Islamic Boarding
School of the Universitas Islam Indonesia.” Review of International Geographical
Education Online 11 (5): 2829-37. https://doi.org/10.48047/rigeo.11.05.179.

Puspitarini, D, I N S Degeng, H Praherdhiono, and N Suryati. 2023. “Humanistic
Pesantren: Systematic Literature Review and Bibliometric Visualization Analysis on
Character, Moral, and Ethical Values.” Pertanika Journal of Social Sciences and
Humanities 31 (2). https://doi.org/10.47836/PJSSH.31.2.01.

Rahmat, M, and U Supriadi. 2016. “The Development of Sufistic ‘core’ Character-Based
Quranic Stories Learning Model in Islamic Education for the Improvement of the
Students’ Behavior.” Man in India 96 (12): 5099—5111.
https://www.scopus.com/inward/record.uri?eid=2-s2.0-
85009275212&partner|D=40&md5=d8d7c19040c25e01a3a7ea73220cafbc.

Ridho, M, N Wakhidah, and S Adnan. 2026. “Teaching Beyond Labels: A Tafsir Tarbawi-
Sociological Inquiry into Faith, Identity and Inclusion in the Samin Community.”
Journal  of  Educational and  Social  Research 16  (2):  331-41
https://doi.org/10.36941/jesr-2026-0298.

Rohid, N, S Masitoh, F Arianto, L I Badiah, and N Rohid. 2026. “The Influence of

1096



Learning Management System Management on Islamic Character Development in
Madrasahs.” Munaddhomah 7 (1): 77-91.
https://doi.org/10.31538/munaddhomah.v7yi1.2372.

Roqgib, M, M W Humaidi, E M Niswah, M F Zain, and S Mulyani. 2025. “Cultural
Harmonization through Islamic Education: Between Religious Moderation in
Javanese Traditions in Penginyongan.” Journal of Ecohumanism 4 (1): 1848-58.
https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v4i1.6000.

Safitri, I, E Andriyanti, R Ansyari, R D Harahap, L H Pasaribu, R H Harahap, and M
Istiglal. 2025. “CHARACTER EDUCATION IN INDONESIA: DO INTEGRATED
ISLAMIC SCHOOLS OUTPERFORM PUBLIC SCHOOLS?” Journal of Education
Culture and Society 16 (1): 251-70. https://doi.org/10.15503/jecs2025.2.251.271.

Sapiudin, S, N L R Herianingtyas, Y Herlanti, S Hudaa, M B N Wajdi, and L Ying. 2026.
“Transforming Figh Instruction Through the Cyber Scientific Approach: Enhancing
Critical Thinking in Islamic Education.” Jurnal Ilmiah Peuradeun 14 (1): 299-322.
https://doi.org/10.26811/peuradeun.vi4i1.2198.

Subandi G., Eriyanti R.W., Karmiyati D., and Nurfaisal N. 2025. “A Response to the
Character Crisis: Can a Digital Islamic Character Education Based on Local Wisdom
Be the Solution?” Perspectives in Education.
https://doi.org/10.38140/pie.v43i3.8097.

Subandi, G, R W Eriyanti, D Karmiyati, N Nurfaisal, and ] Widodo. 2025. “A Response
to the Character Crisis: Can a Digital Islamic Character Education Based on Local
Wisdom Be the Solution?” Perspectives in Education 43 (3): 236-53.
https://doi.org/10.38140/pie.v43i3.8097.

Sutomo, I. 2014. “Modification of Character Education into Akhlaq Education for the
Global Community Life.” Indonesian Journal of Islam and Muslim Societies 4 (2):
201-316. https://doi.org/10.18326/ijims.v4i2.291-316.

Tolla, I. 2024. “Education Character in the Era of Globalization: Facing the Challenges
of the Modern World.” International Journal of Engineering, Science and
Information Technology 4 (4): 230-36. https://doi.org/10.52088/ijesty.v4i4.649.

Usman, T. 2025. “Exploring Islamic-Oriented Cooperative Learning through Faith-
Driven Collaboration in among University Students in Islamic Education Courses.”
International Journal of Learning, Teaching and Educational Research 24 (9): 922-
39. https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.24.9.44.

Wasehudin, A Rohman, M B N Wajdi, and Marwan. 2023. “Transforming Islamic
Education through Merdeka Curriculum in Pesantren.” Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 9
(2): 255-66. https://doi.org/10.15575/jpi.v9i2.28918.

Zulkarnain, N., L. Nasrulloh, and Kholis. 2025. “Unveiling Islamic Educational Values in
Tembang Sorong Serah Aji Krame: A Cultural and Religious Perspective.” FWU
Journal of Social Sciences. https://doi.org/10.51709/19951272/Summer2025/10.

1097



1098



